
 

The Honorable Dick Durbin     The Honorable Chuck Grassley 

Chair        Ranking Member 

Committee on the Judiciary     Committee on the Judiciary 

United States Senate      United States Senate 

224 Dirksen Senate Office Building    152 Dirksen Senate Office Building 

Washington, D.C. 20510     Washington, D.C. 20510 

 

June 4, 2021 

 

Dear Chairman Durbin and Ranking Member Grassley: 

 

We write to you in enthusiastic support of Veronica Rossman’s nomination to the U.S. Court of 

Appeals for the Tenth Circuit, and respectfully urge her confirmation. 

 

We represent a wide range of legal experience in the Colorado legal community: civil lawyers, 

in-house counsel, former prosecutors, criminal defense lawyers, public interest lawyers, former 

government attorneys, larger firm practitioners, small town lawyers, and academics.  We all have 

worked with Veronica, know her personally, or know her body of work and reputation. All of us 

believe that Veronica Rossman would bring a unique combination of substantial intellect, work 

ethic, life and professional experiences to the court. 

 

Indeed, Veronica’s diverse background would lend a distinct and unique voice to the court.  She 

immigrated to the United States with her family from the former Soviet Union as a child, leaving 

behind a history of discrimination against Jews like her, and embracing the opportunities the 

United States afforded immigrants.  The perspective she would offer would contribute 

enormously to the pressing need for a greater diversity of experiences on the federal bench in 

general, and on the Tenth Circuit in particular. 

 

Veronica graduated from Columbia University and the University of California, Hastings 

College of Law, and has spent the majority of her legal career representing individuals under the 

Criminal Justice Act of 1964. Throughout her career as a federal public defender, she has taught 

us all that credible, effective advocacy requires the ability to respect the law and to argue for its 

accurate and equitable application on behalf of those whose lives will be forever changed by the 

outcome of the case. She brings this perspective from her work as a defender, and she will bring 

it to the Tenth Circuit where no federal public defender has ever sat. As evidenced by the diverse 

group of her supporters, many of whom are prosecutors, there is wide agreement that she will 

bring wisdom and balance to the court.  

 

Veronica’s legal experience extends beyond public defense.  Her long career has included a 

clerkship on the Nevada Supreme Court; serving as a staff attorney for the Ninth Circuit;; 

teaching at the University of Denver, Sturm College of Law; and working as a litigation 

associate at Morrison & Foerster LLP. The broad spectrum of topics she has briefed showcase a 

unique ability to unpack complex intersections of law and fact with clear, systemic reasoning. 

 



Veronica has always demonstrated an abiding respect for her colleagues on the other side of the 

aisle. Her commitment to fairness and collegiality will serve the bench and the public well. She 

has a celebrated work ethic, a well-deserved reputation for objectivity, and an excellent 

temperament. She will be a model representative of the judiciary. 

 

We believe Veronica Rossman represents the best of the Colorado legal community and will be  

an excellent addition to the court. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

Marnie Adams 

Recht Kornfeld, P. 

 

Rebecca Aviel 

Professor of Law 

University of Denver Sturm College of Law 

 

Ciara M. Anderson 

Thomas, Ahnell, Laraway & Smith, LLC 

 

John C. Arceci 

Assistant Federal Public Defender 

Districts of Colorado and Wyoming 

 

Mark Baker 

Peifer, Hanson, Mullins & Baker, P.A.  

 

Frederick J. Baumann 

Partner 

Lewis Roca Rothgerber Christie LLP 

 

Jennifer Beck 

Assistant Federal Public Defender 

Office of the Federal Public Defender, 

Districts of Colorado and Wyoming 

 

David Beller 

Recht Kornfeld, P.C. 

 

Jessica Beaulieu 

 

Michael Burg 

Burg Simpson 

 

 

 

Mary V. Butterton 

Senior Litigator 

Office of the Federal Public Defender, 

Districts of Colorado and Wyoming 

 

Reuben Camper Cahn 

Partner 

Keller Anderle, LLP 

Irvine, CA 

 

John T. Carlson 

CJA appellate-panel lawyer 

Boulder CO 

 

Webster C. Cash III 

Partner 

Wheeler Trigg O’Donnell LLP 

 

Catherine Chan 

 

Alan K. Chen 

Thompson G. Marsh Law Alumni Professor 

University of Denver Sturm College of Law 

 

Kelly Christl 

Assistant Federal Public Defender District 

of Colorado 

 

Stephen S. Dunham 

Former Partner, Morrison and Foerster, 

Denver 

 

Julian R. Ellis, Jr. 

Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck, LLP 

Denver, CO 

 



Martha H. Eskesen,  

Martha H. Eskesen, P.C.  

Criminal Justice Act Panel Attorney 

 

Meredith B. Esser 

Assistant Federal Public Defender, Districts 

of Colorado and Wyoming 

 

Ian P. Farrell 

Associate Professor 

University of Denver Sturm College of Law 

 

Mark Fleming 

Singleton Schreiber McKenzie & Scott 

Former Supervising Attorney, Federal 

Defenders of San Diego 

 

Timothy Fox 

Co-Executive Director 

Civil Rights Education and Enforcement 

Center 

 

Kristen Frost 

Ridley McGreevy Winocur, P.C. 

 

Charles Garcia 

 

César Cuauhtémoc García Hernández 

Professor of law 

University of Denver College of Law 

 

Melanie Gavisk 

Assistant Federal Public Defender 

Districts of Colorado and Wyoming 

 

Shawna Mackey Geiger 

Director of Engagement 

Colorado Office of Respondent Parents’ 

Counsel 

 

Marcy Glenn 

Of Counsel 

Holland & Hart, LLP 

 

 

 

Nicole B. Godfrey 

Visiting Assistant Professor 

University of Denver Sturm College of Law 

Virginia L Grady, Federal Public Defender 

Districts of Colorado and Wyoming 

 

Paula Greisen 

King & Greisen, LLP 

 

Leo N. Griffard 

CJA Supervisory Attorney 

Office of the Federal Public Defender, 

District of Colorado 

 

Stacy Kourlis Guillon 

Aegis ADR 

 

Karl Hanlon 

Mountain Law Firm 

 

Heather Hanneman 

Recht Kornfeld, P.C. 

 

Suneeta Hazra 

 Partner 

 Arnold & Porter 

 

Andrew Ho 

Recht Kornfeld, P.C. 

 

Brian Neil Hoffman 

Partner 

Holland & Hart LLP 

 

Abraham Hutt 

Recht Kornfeld, P.C. 

 

Kenneth W. Irvin 

Partner, Sidley Austin LLP 

Washington, DC 

 

Roxanne Jensen 

Former OMP and partner, Morrison & 

Foerster, and Founder of EvolveLaw 

 

 



Gail K. Johnson 

Johnson & Klein Law 

 

Hermine Kallman 

Sr. Assistant University Counsel 

University of Colorado 

 

Sam Kamin 

Chauncey G. Wilson Memorial Research 

Chair 

University of Denver Sturm College of Law 

 

Rachel Kennedy 

Holland, Holland Edwards & Grossman, 

LLC 

 

Shira Kieval 

Assistant Federal Public Defender 

Office of the Federal Public Defender, 

District of Colorado and Wyoming 

 

Nicole King 

 

Eric K. Klein 

Johnson & Klein Law 

 

Frances Koncilja 

Koncilja & Associates, P.C. 

 

Rick Kornfeld 

Recht Kornfeld, P.C. 

 

David Kraut 

Assistant Federal Public Defender  

Office of the Federal Public Defender, 

Districts of Colorado and Wyoming 

 

Tamara Kuennen 

Professor of Law 

University of Denver Sturm College of Law 

 

Margaret B. Kwoka 

Professor of Law & Director of the 

Information Transparency Project 

University of Denver Sturm College of Law 

 

Lindsay Larris 

Wildlife Program Director 

WildEarth Guardians, Denver, CO 

 

Josh Lee 

Assistant Federal Office Defender 

Office of the Federal Public Defender, 

District of Colorado and Wyoming 

 

Nancy Leong 

William M. Beaney Memorial Research 

Professor 

University of Denver Sturm College of Law 

 

Miller Leonard 

Miller Leonard, PC 

Golden, CO 

 

Jessica Leto 

Federal Public Defender’s Office 

Districts of Colorado and Wyoming 

 

Benjamin Levin 

Associate Professor of Law 

University of Colorado Law School 

 

Andrea Luem 

Law Offices of Andrea L. Luem 

Las Vegas, NV 

 

Kevin Lynch 

Associate Professor of Law 

University of Denver Sturm College of Law 

 

Justin Marceau 

 

William Maupin 

Chief Justice, Ret. 

Nevada Supreme Court 

 

Kevin McGreevy 

Ridley McGreevy Winocur, P.C 

 

Laura A. Menninger 

Partner, Haddon, Morgan & Foreman, P.C. 

 



Viva R. Moffat 

Professor of Law 

University of Denver Sturm College of Law 
 

Norman R. Mueller 

Haddon, Morgan & Foreman P.C. 
 

Blain D. Myhre 

Blain Myhre LLC 
 

Timothy P. O’Hara 

Assistant Federal Public Defender 

Office of the Federal Public Defender, 

Districts of Colorado and Wyoming 
 

Kelly Page 

Recht Kornfeld, P.C. 

 

Lori Potter 

 Kaplan Kirsch 
 

Aurora L. Randolph 

Clinical Teaching Fellow, Civil Rights 

Clinic 

University of Denver Sturm College of Law 
 

Paula M. Ray 

Paula M.Ray, P.C. 

Federal Criminal Attorney 

Denver, CO 
 

Dan Recht 
 

Amy Robertson  

Co-Executive Director 

Civil Rights Education and Enforcement 

Center  
 

Sarah Roisman 

Deputy State Public Defender 

Denver Office of the Colorado State Public 

Defender 
 

Laura Rovner 

Professor of Law & Director, Civil Rights 

Clinic 

University of Denver Sturm College of Law 

Aubyn Royall 

Colorado State Director 

The Humane Society of the United States 

 

Dean Sanderford 

Assistant Federal Public Defender 

Districts of Colorado and Wyoming 
 

Jon Sands 

Federal Defender, District of Arizona 
 

Wyatt G. Sassman  

Assistant Professor of Law 

University of Denver Sturm College of Law 
 

Kathleen Shen 

Assistant Federal Public Defender 

Office of the Federal Public Defender, 

Districts of Colorado & Wyoming 
 

Mackenzie Shields 
 

Katherine Steefel 
 

Natalie Girard Stricklin 

Assistant Federal Public Defender 

Districts of Colorado and Wyoming 
 

Laura H. Suelau 

Assistant Federal Public Defender, Districts 

of Colorado and Wyoming 
 

Kira Suyeishi 
 

Michael Theis 

Hogan Lovells 
 

Jay Tutchon 

Commissioner, Colorado Parks and Wildlife 
 

Martine T. Wells 

Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck, LLP 

Denver, CO 
 

Jeffrey Wermer 

 

Fred Winocur 



Ridley McGreevy Winocur, P.C. 


